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It is not astonishing, because this is the nature of our devoted
scholars may Allah bless them in saving and distribution heritage,
and inherit from class to other reaching to the scholars' class of
fourteen century A.H. who took over this mission men — like
formers — spend their lives to proceed writing.

All their thinking is writing and classifying in order to revitalize
Shi'a heritage and convey it to the successive generations, the favor
was to them in that.

Among those for example but not for restriction is the scholar
Mr. Hasan Al-Sadar Al-Kadhimi (d. 1354 A.H.), the author of
"Takmilat Amal Ala'mil", Mr Muhsin Al-Ameen Al-A'mili (1371 A.H.),
the author of (Aayan Al-Shi'a), the scholar sheik Aqa Bazrag Al-
Tahrani (d. 1389 A.H.), the author of (Tabagaat Aala'm Al-Shi'a)..
and others.

Among those who have a share in writing that art as well, our
writer, the late scholar and critic Mr. Mohammad Sadiq Aal Bahr Al-
Uloom. He wrote his book titled (Al-Durrar Al-Bahiya fi Tarajum
Ulama'a Al-lmamiya) - it is in between your hands — in which he
listed 377 biographies of scholars, intellectuals, and literati of
Imamate Shi'a prominent persons for four centuries from 11"
century A.H. to 14" century A.H. .



This method is followed in every single century till establishing
several classes of prominent persons in the early centuries through
now.

This science is called (biography and memoirs) or men's science
metaphorically. We shall not treat in this prologue its quiddity and
characteristics — will come later — but it like the other sciences get
into levels of development from its beginning till now. Many works
have been composed about it in various sects and methods. You
cannot find a nation or a sect without biographers write about
prominent persons and intellectuals of our Islamic nation and other
nations. Our notable scholars have a good portion of it, a group of
them did their best to expose the status of companions of the
prophet's progeny (peace be upon them) since the 1st century A.H.
till this century. Some biographers elaborate in writings that they
mention biographies of Shi'a men in the fourteen centuries A.H.,
the others restricted to two or three centuries.., so their pens wrote
many volumes in this field.

In simple works reading of this art through elapse centuries,
you find tens of them appear to the surface, hundreds of them
extinct and lost its mention (1), and some of the writers spend two
or three decades of his glorious life.

(1) Best evidence about our words is the speech of the late scholar, sheik A'qa
Bzurg al-Tahrani in the prologue of his work titled (Musaffa Almaqal fi Musanifee
llm Alrijaal) which states "many works were written in that centuries about
biographies. notably in the late of nineteen century to this current century, which
there are uncountable biography works, but unfortunately the events of that
centuries, strives, and wars with little transcribing that works or its solitude
resulted in damaging them like thousands of works of our specialists. You can
find only few biography works in some public or private libraries that our
researchers cannot reach..). (Musaffa Almaqa'l/prologue: c).



Prologue

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of all exists, and peace be upon Master
of prophets and messengers of Allah, our prophet Mohammad and his
kind, virtuous progeny ..

It is clear to every specialist the importance of cataloged works in
biography and memoirs and its grave influence on nations and peoples'
cultures with different ethnic and sectarian affiliation, because they
expose the status of its prominent persons. They are like a mirror
reflects the magnitude of scientific and cultural activation to that
nations to be a motivation to the successive generations to walk on the
steps of ancestors.

The credit of each nation among its counterparts founded
according to the number of scientists and intellectuals that have
constructive influence and leading role in its elevation by keeping
on its nobility and heritage. A nation has no important segment of
scientists and scholars, it considered a dead nation has nothing but
generations are unaware of their foretime, and have no ambitions
to their future.

Our Islamic nation is the mother of civilizations, and the
gathering point of civilizations. It is a pride and credit to say
although it came in for centuries of seditions, wars, and civil wars,
but there still specialists in different fields of knowledge they
convey among them through successive eras. We could not get
information about them unless they volunteered their pens to save
the classes of scholars with their names, works, and something
about their lives in different aspects. Then they scribed them to us
in their works in order to be like cressets enlighten our way to earn
knowledge. They wrote special works to enliven the mentioning of
the scholars who preceded them.
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